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BRAZIL’S WORLD CULTURAL HERITAGE SITES

ON THE TRACES OF A MULTIFACETED COUNTRY
Visiting the sunny beaches along more than 7,000 kilometers of coast is not the only way to experience the vibrant and friendly way of life of Brazilians. From north to south there are cities full of life, revealing Brazilian history through their roads and buildings. Their architecture and traditions are the keepers and living proofs of the marks left throughout the years by African, Portuguese, the original indigenous communities and many other immigrants from around the world. Because of their historical, aesthetic, archaeological and scientific value, ten Brazilian sites, such as Salvador, Ouro Preto and Olinda, are considered Cultural Heritage Sites of Humanity by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 

Brazil’s cultural heritage ranges from Olinda’s large European mansions, in the State of Pernambuco, to the capital Brasilia, which is considered a masterpiece of modernism. The baroque style of architecture and sculptures from the historical cities of Minas Gerais, the preserved architecture of Portuguese origin in São Luís, in the State of Maranhão, are other fine examples of the variety of preserved in these places. Check below more details about destinations and attractions where the Brazilian Culture can be seen and enjoyed:  
Salvador was the country’s first capital until the 18th century and is now the capital of the State of Bahia. Until this day Salvador preserves countless renascent buildings. A peculiarity of the old city is the coloring of the remaining colonial buildings that forms the history and culture complex of Pelourinho. The historical centre, recognized as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 1985, is the stage for many folkloric and artistic manifestations, such as capoeira, afoxé (candomblé - Afro-Brazilian religion - processions), Folia de Reis, maculelê and samba de roda.

Thanks to the “Pelourinho Day and Night” project visitors have the opportunity to enjoy a wide variety of high quality shows and attractions. Furthermore, in the Quincas Berro d'Agua, Tereza Batista and Pedro Arcanjo squares, musical groups perform a variety of styles of music including jazz, blues, bossa nova, "brazilian popular music" (MPB), samba and chorinho. From Thursdays to Saturdays musicians perform on the street corners of Pelourinho.  For those who want to enjoy carnival preparations, the Afro-carnival group rehearsals are the best option.  

Ouro Preto, in the State of Minas Gerais, was recognized as Cultural Heritage Site of Humanity in 1980. The city, established at the end of the 17th century, a period in which the first gold and gem mines were discovered, was the starting point of the gold rush during the following century. Countless churches, bridges and springs remain as evidence of the city’s past prosperity as well as the exceptional talent of the baroque sculptor Aleijadinho. In the Bom Jesus de Matosinhos Sanctuary and in Congonhas do Campo, which are also recognized as a Cultural Heritage Site by UNESCO, travelers can visit one of his major works. The historical centre of Diamantina, also in Minas Gerais, is the state’s third World Heritage Site. 

A visit to Minas is complemented by the receptivity of the people and the excellent local cuisine. Of course it has a myriad of traditional cachaças, an alcoholic beverage distilled from sugarcane in many of the region’s farms.

The city of Olinda, in the State of Pernambuco, was established by the Portuguese in the 16th century and its great prominence during the economic cycle of sugarcane made it the target of great foreign invasions during colonial times. The harmonious balance between the baroque churches, convents, chapels, buildings, gardens and monuments gives the city a particular charm – and guaranteed it the title of World Heritage Site in 1982.

Across the entire state of Pernambuco the carnival in Olinda and Recife, capital of the State, has a special meaning. Frevo music originated here, one of the country’s most catching musical rhythms. For one week, people go on the streets in fancy dresses and dance frenetically next to traditional giant dolls and maracatus (traditional percussion bands). 

For further information about Brazilian places considered as Cultural Heritage and Humanities Sites by UNESCO, please visit www.braziltour.com/heritage.  The website provides detailed information on each site, with maps, historical information, photos and event calendars.

Popular festivals

However, Brazilian culture is not only experienced through its architecture and historic sites. The popular festivals, such as Carnival, New Year’s Eve and Festas Juninas (June Festivals), combine singing, music and dance. They attract thousands of foreign tourists to the country every year because they can not only enjoy the festivals as spectators but actively participate in them.
Carnival - Those visiting Brazil between February and March will find themselves in a cheerful environment wherever they go. The streets, clubs and hotels are full of colors and music. In Rio de Janeiro and São Paulo, there are parades performed by the country’s largest samba schools. Many of them count more than 4,000 participants. As they walk along, always dancing to the sound of the baterias (drums), which are true orchestras, composed of percussion instruments, the samba schools present their parade show along the sambódromos, avenues specially adapted for the event, and are watched and applauded by thousands of admirers live or worldwide, through broadcastings. 

New Year’s Eve - Throughout Brazil, New Year’s Eve is one of the most eclectic parties. In the city of Rio de Janeiro the country’s most traditional celebration takes place, congregating people from all ethnicities, social classes and religious beliefs to herald the start of the New Year. At midnight, the celebration is illuminated by a huge display of fireworks that decorates the skies of this wonderful city. 

Festas Juninas (June Festivals) - The tradition of the Festas Juninas has an European origin and was initially spread in countryside cities. They commemorate Saint Peter, Saint Anthony and Saint John, who are saint of great devotion in Brazil. However, as time went by, they grew to become mega events, and, today, bring together millions of visitors all throughout June and July. The parties in the Northeast of Brazil are among the most famous and traditional. The cities of Caruaru, in the State of Pernambuco, and Campina Grande, in Paraíba, fight for the title of the country’s biggest party of the kind.
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