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ECOTOURISM AND ADVENTURE TOURISM IN BRAZIL: SUSTAINABILITY AND SAFETY
Brazil offers various attractions for the foreign ecotourism traveler. In an area of more than 8.5 million square kilometers, the country possesses 298 nature reserves, 62 national parks and seven biosphere reserves internationally recognized by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). It is for this reason that Plano Aquarela – International Tourist Marketing of Brazil – created by the Brazilian Ministry of Tourism, EMBRATUR, and based on researches made in 18 countries, chose ecotourism as one of the five segments for international promotion apart from Culture, Sun and Beach, Sport as well as Business & Events.

The potential for adventure tourism in Brazil has not only attracted the attention of travelers, but also of tourist operators from other countries. As a result of this and with EMBRATUR’s support the country was chosen to host, for the first time, the Adventure Travel Summit South America 2008 (TSSA), one of the segment’s largest events in the world. The meeting took place in early September and attracted influencers, entrepreneurs and world-wide leaders from the tourism industry. At the same time, the Adventure Sports Fair, already a traditional event in the country was realized in the city of São Paulo too and attracted more than 70,000 consumers.
According to a survey conducted in 2007 by the Safe Adventure Program, a partnership signed between the Ministry of Tourism and the Brazilian Association of Adventure and eco-tourism Companies (ABETA), the adventure tourism industry in Brazil attracts three million visitors per annum, involving approximately two thousand companies. Brazil’s adventure tourism industry records an average turnover of more than 112 million Euros.
Up until the end of next year, the 225 companies and 1,500 professionals involved in the Safe Adventure Program must obtain a safety certificate in adventure tourism, issued by the National Institute of Meteorology, Standardization and Industrial Quality (INMETRO). The certification's purpose is to guarantee that the tourists interested in getting to know Brazil’s rich natural environment can do so in a sustainable way and with the most rigorous safety standards.
With EMBRATUR’s support, ABETA and the Brazilian Bureau of Ecotourism realise the marketing and promotion of Brazilian ecotourism abroad. This year, they have already carried out workshops for the tourist trade with the objectives of extending the knowledge about Brazilian ecotourism products and therefore increasing the interest of consumers for Brazil as a destination with a rich and diverse natural environment.
Get to know better some of the Brazilian Ecotourism top spots:

Foz do Iguaçu
Adventure tourism is one of the principal activities in Foz do Iguaçu, in the State of Paraná. There, apart from watching the staggering 275 waterfalls of the Iguaçu Cataracts from up close, it is possible to practice wild water rafting in the Iguaçu river rapids’, in the area of the Iguaçu National Park, in the tri-border region between Brazil, Argentina and Paraguay. The park, considered World Heritage Site by UNESCO, covers 185,000 hectares of rich and exuberant fauna and flora, where almost 400 bird species were already classified, alongside with 257 butterflies and approximately 50 mammalian species such as the jaguar, otter and the puma. In the park region it is also possible to practice abseiling, tree top walking, trekking, mountain biking and rock scaling.
Florianópolis
Florianópolis, the capital of the State of Santa Catarina, is situated in the Southern region of Brazil. ‘Floripa’, as it is affectionately called, has a privileged location. It is in an island surrounded by the Atlantic rain forest’s lush green. The result is a combination of sun, ocean and unexplored vegetation. Florianópolis’ 42 beaches and two lakes are perfect for practicing a variety of sports such as surfing, diving, gliding, paragliding and mountain biking. 
Pantanal
The Pantanal, located in the State of the Mato Grosso do Sul, is one of the world’s largest wetlands. The natural fields, bushes, open pastures, savannahs and mountain ranges are the home of more than 600 bird species, from the famous tuiuiú, the region’s symbol, to blue macaws and toucans. Besides representing one of best environments in Brazil for observing fauna, the International Fishing Festival, the country’s largest sports angling event, is held each September at the region’s various rivers.
Fernando de Noronha

The Fernando de Noronha archipelago consists of 21 volcanic islands and offers visitors the chance to dive in crystal clear waters with a visibility of up to 40 meters. The National Marine Park, managed by the Brazilian Institute for the Environment and Renewable Natural Resources (IBAMA), was established in order to preserve Fernando de Noronha’s environment. IBAMA also defines daily visitation limits of some beaches and, in some cases prohibits public access. To contribute to the area’s preservation and to limit the number of visitors, an environmental preservation tax is charged which depends on the duration of stay on the island. The archipelago has an area of 17 square kilometers, is located around 545 kilometers offshore from the Brazilian coast and has a population of just 2,100 inhabitants.
Lençóis Maranhenses

The Lençóis Maranhenses National Park was created in 1981 and encompasses roughly 155,000 hectares with an unique ecosystem; a vast range of dunes that occupy 70 kilometers of coast and span across 50 kilometers of mainland. This formation of sand dunes reveals impressive landscapes, with about 30,000 warm water lagoons, formed during the rainy season from December through to July. Some of them remain intact during most of the year. Their blue or emerald green colors contrasts with the moving white sand dunes that can be up to 40 meters high.
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